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SCIYS DEC should obey ﬂs own -
 hazardous waste law

I was dlsappemted to read i in
Wednesday's paper that New York
State DEC official Dan David
stated DEC 15 close to action on
“renewing” CWM hazardous
waste land filling permits in
Niagara County. Such action
would be unethical, let alone ille-
gal, because the permit has
undergone wholesale changes

since the public was allowed to
comment on it more than two

years ago, and because DEC’s own
regulation deems this hazardous
waste permit apphcatlon a new
apphication.

DEC says there are now a host
of radmloglcal testing require-
ments in the CWM ‘renewal’
where there were NONE in April

2003 - the last time we saw DEC’s

draft.

public comments made in April

2003 until it acts on CWM’s per-

mit renewal why bether, after-
the—fact"" ‘
CWM’s most recent radlatxon

test plan falls way short of fully

characterizing  its former

_Manhattan Progect dumpsxte;

property or adequately assessing

all operating risk (due to a legal

tactic change by CWM attorneys )
Even so, DECs latest draft permit

for CWM contains dramatic

changes deserving public com-
ment. before, not after they are
approved,

dangerous

DEC still réfuses to respond to

The DEC and EPA stood behmd

_a 20-year-old U.S. Department of

Energy ‘assessment of radiation

safety at CWM, but last year the
NYS Department
, Radiation Protection Bureau took
great exception. The Army Corps
of Engineers takes precautions

when working on CWM property

that CWM failed to incorporate
_into lts Worker safety practlces '
_And in the past two years radio-

logical waste  from  nuclear

weapons production and experi-

ments were found at CWM,

_almost by accident, not by ade» ;
_quate mvest1gat1ve design.

Moreover, there was extremely

stored on. CWM for which there
enANYimvestlgatmn
rrisome to con-
1at we have 'documentatmn

of nuclear reactor and weapons»
production waste that came to

CWM property, but we have no

__accounting of where it all went,

We only know it was grossly mis-
handled on premises.

The public deserves tﬁé right to

see and comment on the DEC’s
latest attempt to renew CWM per-
mits that expired many years ago,

- not just because of past failures |

and false information, and not
just beeause it's the law, but

‘ becaus’e it’s the rlght thmg to do.

Amy Wltryol
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